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Friends of Bukit Gasing (FOBG) wants protection for
Bukit Gasing land
By DEBBIE CHAN

THE Friends of Bukit Gasing (FOBG) is all out to oppose a proposal in the Draft Kuala Lumpur City
Plan 2020 that will result in city folk being deprived of a further 14.2ha of green area in Bukit Gasing.
The proposed plan entails the development of a green area that cuts through a stream running across
Bukit Gasing.
The FOBG is now waiting to meet the KL mayor to make another appeal against the proposed plan.
Under the proposal, the green area is to be developed into a residential scheme. The lower part of the
area is now occupied by squatters.
“There is a clear stream running in the area which supports many life forms, taking away the stream
will destroy the eco-system,” FOBG chairman Dr Khoo Boo Khean said.

Green area: The stream running through Bukit Gasing is under threat
According to Khoo, the stream is an important part of environment conservation.
“It is a simple food chain principle. If you take away one element of the food chain, the whole system
will collapse,” he said.
Last year, officials from various ministries visited the site and they agreed that the stream was needed
to conserve the entire green area.
“The experts have said that it is necessary to preserve the stream but the ultimate decision lies with
the Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL),” FOBG adviser Datuk Dr Lim Thuan Seng said.
“It looks like in the new draft plan, the authority has decided to do away with the stream,” Lim said.
Bukit Gasing was initially reserved as a green area to act as buffer between Kuala Lumpur and the
new satellite town during pre-independence days.
According to Khoo, it was a rubber plantation that eventually grew into a lush green area with a
complete eco-system.

“There are many wildlife and plants that can be found in this area. If you take away the stream now, it
will kill the natural progression of the jungle,” Khoo said.
The FOBG is hoping that the authority will look into building parks in the area to preserve the stream
and act as a buffer between the lowland and the slope.
Several FOBG members were at Menara Star in Petaling Jaya yesterday to display their green
pledges on the MY Board as part of The Star’s Green Every Day – Act Now campaign in conjunction
with World Environment Day 2008.
The group pledged to protect and preserve Bukit Gasing for future generations.
“Once a green area is destroyed, it is very hard to get it back again. A green area takes years to
develop and by preserving it now, we are doing good for the generations to come.
“If we don’t have enough green lungs, each human will need more than two lungs to breathe,” Khoo
said in jest.

The area in purple is the 14.2ha in dispute
The FOBG has been fighting for many years to get government-owned green areas gazetted as
protected areas.
They are also involved in a campaign to educate the community, especially the young, about
environmental protection.
“It is a global thing but to help, we need to start action at the local level. If everyone plays a part in his
own community then it makes up the bigger picture,” Khoo said.
For Lim, environmental conservation is a personal conviction.
“The state authorities have the power to do the right thing, like gazetting the green areas as protected
land. The environment and the eco-system are closely linked to our survival and if we damage the
environment, we will have to pay the price,” Lim said.
“To avoid turning Bukit Gasing into a concrete jungle, it must be preserved so that we can avoid
pollution, floods and other consequences that will occur when green lungs are not preserved,” he said.
The Star’s Green Every Day - Act Now campaign will hold a public celebration at Taman Lembah Kiara
in Taman Tun Dr Ismail from 9am to 4pm on Sunday.
There will be a lot of environmental activities on that day. Admission is free and people are encouraged
to bring along their children. The sponsor for the event is Bonuslink.

